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New Program Will Help Get Medical Care To Homeless

The Yakima Valley, facing an in-
creasing awareness of just how big its
homeless problem really is, now has a
program designed to get medical care
to that population,

the new program for three years.
NHS received $650,000 a year for
three years through the Department
of Health and Human Services. That
will cover hiring some additional istrator.

homeless shelters.

1,000 people the first year,” said

“We're anticipating serving over

Rhonda Hauff, primary care admin-

That might not reach all the area’s
homeless — a population that is hard
to find and count — but it will be a
good start, she noted.

“At the last count there were about

A federal grant to Neighborhood

staff, leasing office space and taking

1,200 homeless people counted
in a one-day period last Janu-
ary,” she said, noting that actual
figures likely are higher.

NHS is leasing space from
Triumph Treatment Services in
Yakima at Naches Avenue and
Chestnut.

“They're one of the paniners
& in the Homeless Network of
Yakima County that provides
services to homeless individuals
8 and families,” she said. “There
are about 40 different agencies
in that network, and we'll be
working closely with them to
coordinate services.”

Neighborhood Health will
offer primary care and dental
Director Anita Monalan of Nelghbor- | screenings, while Triumph
hood Health Services in Yakima outside | ;)| do chemical-dependency
the future location of a new program
that will provide health services tor the

Health Services of Yakima will fund services into the area’s streets and
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counseling and therapists from

1008 W. Ahtanum Rd., Suite 5. Unlon Gap homelsta.
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' sive Mental Health offer mental-
health services.

“Our nurses will be going out on
the streets and working in the shel-
ters, doing nursing assessments, first
aid and public health screening and
referring people to our primary-care
clinic,” Hauff said.

The grant will fund a family nurse
practitioner and a nurse, plus an
eligibility worker to help individuals
and families sign up for Medicare of
Basic Health coverage. Those need-
ing more treatment will be referred to
NHS' main Yakima clinic, she said.

One problem in trying to care for
the area’s homeless involves identify-
ing and reaching out to them. Many
were shocked at the extent of the
Valley’s homelessness when a real
outreach survey was undertaken a
Year or s0 ago.

“We believe we are becoming
more aware of the homeless and how
to identify who they are and where
they are,” Hauff said.

“By partnering with the agen-
cies that have been working with the
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homeless families for a long time,
we're better able to identify where to
find the people who need help.

“A part of what we're trying to do
is find the families that need health
services, because often they are not
reaching out for care. Maybe we can
identify them earlier. Part of this
grant will help us go find them wher-
ever they are.”

Craig Schultz Construction of
Yakima is renovating the office space
at Triumph to house the new pro-
gram.

On another front, Neighborhood
Health is also remodeling a building
it purchased in Sunnyside to house its
programs there.

Currently it offers Women, Infants
and Children (WIC) supplemental
food services and the state’s First
Steps program for pregnant women.

“We're hoping next year to put
dental services in there,” said Execu-
tive Director Anita Monaian. “And
we're also hoping to expand into
primary care at that site.”



